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The founding fathers 
Jesse E. Thompson, MD 
On December 5, 1945, at the meeting of the 
Southern Surgical Association in Hot Springs, Vir- 
ginia, several prominent surgeons--Drs. Arthur W. 
Allen, Isaac A. Bigger, Arthur H. Blaleemore, Barney 
Brooks, I. Mims Gage, and George D. Lilly--met 
with J. Ross Veal to consider forming a vascular 
surgical society. They agreed to convene an organiza- 
tional meeting the following year. 
The Society for Vascular Surgery (SVS) thus came 
into being on July 3, 1946, at the Fairmont Hotel in 
San Francisco. The meeting was arranged by J. Ross 
Veal. Surgeons in attendance were Michael E. De- 
Bakey, Daniel C. Elldn, Norman Freeman, Emile 
Holman, John Homans, Robert Linton, Alton 
Ochsner, and Geza de Takats. The name selected for 
the new organization was The Society for Vascular 
Surgery. Thirty-one charter members were selected 
(Appendix) and a slate of officers was chosen. The first 
annual meeting was scheduled for June 1947 in 
Atlantic City. 1-3 
The charter members came from all areas of the 
country. Seven were from New Orlcans; five from 
Boston; three from Rochester, N.Y.; two each from 
Chicago, New Yorlq and San Francisco; and onc cach 
from Ann Arbor, Atlanta, Baltimore, Cincinnati, 
Clevcland, Miami, Nashville, New Haven, Rich- 
mond, and Washington, D.C. Twelve charter mem- 
bers would bccome presidcnts of the Society. At the 
time the Society was organized, no member limited 
his practice to vascular surgery. Although all had an 
interest in vascular surgery, some with a major inter- 
est, most did predominantly general surgery. At this 
tlmc, only two of the charter members are still alive, 
Michacl E. DeBakcy and Harris B. Shumacker, Jr., 
who werc the two youngest membcrs when the 
Society was founded, both born in 1908. s
The first slate of officers consisted of the following: 
Alton Ochsner, president; Emilc Holman, vice 
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president; Geza dc Takats, rccorder; and J. Ross Veal, 
secretary. 
The first president of the Society, Alton Ochsner, 
was from New Orleans. He was educated atWashing- 
ton University, and at 37 years of age became chair- 
man of the department a Tulane, succeeding Ru- 
dolph Matas. His genius touched many fields of 
medicine and surgery. He was president of most of the 
major surgical organizations in this country. He made 
significant contributions in all areas of vascular sur- 
gery, especially venous disease, surgery of the vena 
cava, sympathectomy, arterial ancurysm, and vascular 
reconstruction. He led the crusade against cigarette 
smoldng. He founded the Ochsner Clinic. Not the 
least of his accomplishments was being Rex of the 
Mardi Gras in I948. Over the years he set an example 
for all with his industry and the breadth of his surgical 
interests.4 
The first vice president was Emile Holman of San 
Francisco. One of Halsted's residents, he became 
chairman at Stanford and had a lifelong interest in 
vascular disease, particularly inphysiology. One of his 
main contributions was the study of arteriovenous 
fistulas, for which he was awarded the 1930 Quin- 
quennial Samuel D. Gross Prize of the Philadelphia 
Academy of Surgery. He had a distinguished naval 
career during the Second World War. He was the third 
president in 1949 when he discussed "Problems in 
the Dynamics of Blood Flow. ''~ 
The first recorder of the Society was Geza de 
Takats. He was born in Hungary and educated in 
Budapest. He was a valuable member of the faculty at 
Illinois and Rush Medical Schools. His interests were 
wide-ranging, including coagulation, strokes, sympa- 
thectomy, and venous disease. In his Harris B. Shu- 
macker, Jr., lecture, "Sympathectomy Revisited: 
Dodo or Phoenix," he discussed in a scholarly and 
philosophic manner the role of the sympathetic ner- 
vous system in all areas of the peripheral vasculature. 6 
He was the author of a number of fascinating short 
stories and essays. In 1953 Dr. de Takats was the 
seventh president. 
The first secretary of the Society was J. Ross Veal 
of Washington, D.C., who conceived the idea of 
creating the Society and for whom the present gavel is 
named. He trained at Pennsylvania and later moved to 
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Washington, where he held appointments at George- 
town and George Washington Medical Schools. His 
contributions were incalculable in many ways. On the 
scientific side, he was particularly interested inprob- 
lems of the venous ystem. He was the fifth president 
in 1951 when he discussed iseases of the superior 
vena cava. 7
Rudolph Matas of New Orleans, a charter mem- 
ber, was made an Honorary member in 1950. He has 
been called the "Father of Modern Vascular Surgery." 
He made innumerable original contributions over a 
long lifetime of surgery. He accomplished the opera- 
tion of endoaneurysmorrhaphy on May 6, 1888, and 
presented the case before the American Surgical 
Association in 1902. 8 The principle behind this op- 
eration is still in daily use. He was also the first surgeon 
to successfully igate the abdominal aorta for anen- 
rysm, in 1923. Dr. Matas is responsible for the great 
vascular surgical heritage in New Orleans. 9 
John Homans of Boston, like Matas, was made an 
Honorary member of the Society in 1950. At age 36 
he was chosen by Harvey Cushing to be one of the 
original members of the surgical staffofthe then-new 
Peter Bent Brigham Hospital, where he remained 
throughout his surgical career. His two books, A 
Textbook of Surgery and Circulatory Diseases of the 
Extremities, were classics in their time. Always inter- 
ested in venous disease, he was the first to advocate 
ligation of the femoral vein and vena cava for preven- 
tion of fatal pulmonary embolism. He presented 
only one paper before the Society, at the second 
meeting in 1948 on venous thrombosis and pulmo- 
nary embolism. His wit and wisdom are legendary. He 
is honored in our Society by the John Homans 
Lectureship.2,3, ~0 
Michael E. DeBakey, formerly of New Orleans 
and now of Houston, was the youngest member of 
the founder's group, edging Harris Shumacker by 4 
months. He is today one of the two surviving charter 
members. His presentation atthe first meeting was 
entitled "Hemometakinesia." The first paper given 
before the Society on excision of aneurysms of the 
thoracic aorta and great vessels was presented by Drs. 
Cooley and DeBakey at the seventh meeting in 1953. 
He was the eighth president in1954. He delivered the 
John Homans Lecture in 1982 on the topic "Dissect- 
ing Aortic Aneurysms: A 20-Year Follow-up." Dr. 
DeBakey was the founding editor of the Journal of 
Vascular Surgery. He and his group have made 
tremendous contributions to the entire field of vas- 
cular surgery over the past 40 years. 2,3,1~ 
Harris B. Shumacker, J ., formerly of New Haven, 
Conn., then chairman at Indiana, and later professor 
at the Uniformed Services University of the Health 
Sciences in Bethesda, is the other surviving charter 
member. He has been a regular contributor to the 
Society since its inception. His paper at the first 
meeting was on causalgia, reflecting his work done 
during World War II. At the sixth meeting of the 
Society in 1952, he presented the very first paper to 
deal with intracardiac surgery. As the tenth president 
his address was entitled "Comments on the Distribu- 
tion of Blood Flow. ''12 In 1984 hc published The 
Society for Vascular Surgery, a History: 1945-1983, 
which is beautifully done, and in the words of Geza 
de Tal~ats i a "perceptive and penetrating analysis of 
the birth and growth of the Society for Vascular 
Surgery. ''2 Harris Shumacker is alive, well, and ac- 
tively engaged in chronicling surgical history at the 
age of 87 years. 
Arthur W. Allen, from Boston, was chief of the 
East Surgical Service and the Vascular Clinic of the 
Massachusetts General Hospital for many years. He 
was a splendid surgeon and a former president of the 
American College of Surgeons. He was the second 
president of the SVS in 1948 and in his Presidential 
Address discussed in detail his monumental work on 
interruption ofthe femoral veins in the treatment and 
prevention of pulmonary embolism. 13
Daniel C. Elkin of Atlanta trained under John 
Homans and was a pioneer in many areas of vascular 
surgery, including stab wounds of the heart and 
management of vascular injuries in World War II, 
emanating from his position as chief of surgery at 
Ashford General Hospital. He was the fourth presi- 
dent in 1950 and discussed the effect ofvasodilator 
drugs on circulation in the extremities. In 1951 he 
gave the first John Homans Lecture to the Society, 
entitled "John Homans, the Man and His Work. ''1° 
Alfred Blalock of Baltimore trained at Johns 
Hopkins and Vanderbilt and became chairman at 
Johns Hopkins in 1941. He performed the first blue 
baby operation of subclavian-pulmonary artery anas- 
tomosis on November 30, 1944, in a historic proce- 
dure with worldwide repercussions. He presented a 
paper on congenital pulmonic stenosis on the first 
program of the Society. He designed the certificate 
and seal of the Society. In 1947 Dr. Blalock made a 
triumphant foreign tour to introduce cardiac surgery 
to England and the continent. He was the sixth 
president of the Society in 1952 and spoke on 
pulmonary stenosis and atresia. The number of his 
trainees, who have become outstanding cardiac and 
vascular surgeons and departmental chairmen, attest 
to his tremendous influence on the development of
cardiovascular surgery. 3,14 
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Robert R. Linton of Boston was educated at 
Harvard and spent his entire professional career at 
Massachusetts General Hospital. His surgical skill 
touched every aspect of vascular surgery from vein 
stripping and sympathectomy to portacaval shunts 
and artery grafting. His clinical work on aortoiliac and 
femoropopliteal disease was monumental. His paper 
on the fourth program of the Society dealt with 
postthrombotic states of the lower extremity. He was 
the ninth president of the Society in 1951, and he 
delivered the John Homans Lecture in 1976 on 
"John Homans' Impact on Venous Diseases of the 
Lower Extremity."1 
George D. Lilly of Miami, former secretary of the 
Society and custodian of the Matas gavel, was trained 
in the New Orleans heritage. He worked closely with 
Ross Veal in launching the organization. He was the 
tenth president in 1956. His Presidential Address, 
"The first 10 years of The Society for Vascular 
Surgery," was a concise, yet comprehensive, summary 
of the first decade by one who had an important role 
in the development of the Society. 1
Arthur H. Blakemore of New York made signifi- 
cant contributions in many areas of vascular surgery. 
He wired aortic aneurysms with insulated wire and 
instituted electrocoagularion. He developed the por- 
tacaval shunt. 16 In 1947 he presented a paper before 
the American Surgical Association on the use of a 
Vitallium tube as a nonsuture method of blood vessel 
anastomosis, the Blakemore-Lord tube. In 1952, in 
what was probably his most significant contribution, 
Voorhees, Jaretzski, and Blakemore demonstrated 
that a porous fabric prosthesis of  vinyon-N cloth 
fabricated in the form of a tube would remain patent 
when placed in a dog's aortaY This pioneer work led 
to the development of the cloth prostheses in routine 
use today. He was the eleventh president of the 
Society in 1957. 
Frederic W. Bancroft of New York was a highly 
respected practitioner. He was primarily a general 
surgeon but had a peripheral interest in vascular 
surgery. He made notable contributions to the pro- 
ceedings of the Southern Surgical Association with his 
study of postoperative thrombosis and embolism. 2'3 
Claude S. Beck went to Cleveland when Elliott C. 
Curler became Professor of Surgery at Western Re- 
serve, and there he established the surgical laborato- 
ries. He was committed to the study of a single organ, 
the heart. In 1947 he succeeded in defibrillating the 
human heart, and although this has now become 
standard procedure, at that time he was criticized 
severely by his colleagues and nonmedical people 
alike. 18 He devised the procedure of aortacoronary 
sinus grafting in an effort to revascularize the heart, 
thus anticipating the aortacoronary artery bypass 
graft. His paper at the second meeting of the Society 
was rifled "Revascularization f  the Heart. ''19 
Isaac Bigger of Richmond, Va., a pioneer in 
thoracic and cardiac surgery, published a number of 
papers on the treatment of traumatic aneurysm, 
arteriovenous fi tula, and wounds of the heart. 2° He 
was a past president of the Southern Surgical Asso- 
ciation and vice president o f  The Society for Vascular 
Surgery in 1948. 
Barney Brooks of Vanderbilt in Nashville was born 
in Texas and trained under Halsted. He was basically 
a general surgeon but was very interested in cardio- 
vascular problems. He initiated clinical angiography 
by performing the first femoral arteriogram on Sep- 
tember 19, 1923, with sodium iodide as the contrast 
medium, which was a major contribution to the 
development ofvascular surgery. 2~ 
Frederick A. Coller of Ann Arbor, Mich., was 
chairman of  surgery at the University of Michigan for 
many years. He contributed to all areas of surgery. In 
the vascular field, he wrote on sympathectomy, 
Buerger's disease, and Raynaud's disease. He was a 
leader in American surgery with a wide circle of 
friends. 2,3 
Norman Freeman of San Francisco was the grand- 
son of Dr. W. W. Keen of Philadelphia. He served his 
residency at the Massachusetts General Hospital. He 
may have been the first surgeon in this country to 
confine himself entirely to vascular surgery. A brilliant 
man, Dr. Freeman was interested in physiology and 
sympathectomy, and in the early days of the Society 
presented papers on regional heparinizarion, treat- 
ment of aortic aneurysms, and thromboendarterec- 
tomy. He probably was the first to perform aCrossover 
femoral graft in 1952, using the endarterectomized 
segment of the left femoral artery to cross over and 
successfully revascularize the right leg. 22 
Louis G. Herrmann of Cincinnati studied under 
Rene Leriche, worked with Mont Reid, and was 
known for his Pavaex boot to stimulate collateral 
circulation and for his interest in the natural history of 
atherosclerotic occlusive disease. He was an early 
peripheral vascular specialist. 23 
Robert E. Gross of  Boston was the Ladd Professor 
of Surgery at Harvard Medical School. He performed 
the first successful ligation of a patent ductus arterio- 
sus on August 26, 1938. 24 On July 6, 1945, he 
performed his first successful resection and anastomo- 
sis for coarctarion of the aorta at the Children's 
Hospital in Boston 25 shortly after it had been done in 
Stockholm by Clarence Crafoord. His paper on the 
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first program of the Society dealt with coarctation. 
Along with Charles Hufnagel and others, he also 
pioneered methods for harvesting, sterilizing, and 
preserving arterial homografts. 
In addition to Drs. Matas, Ochsner, and DeBakey, 
four other surgeons from New Orleans were among 
the charter members. Ambrose H. Storck was for 
many ears a distinguished and dedicated professor on 
the Tulane faculty and a widely recognized connois- 
seur of early Louisiana furniture, artifacts, and fine 
wines. He had an abiding interest in vascular disease, 
and he himself underwent amputation for peripheral 
arteriosclerotic disease. 26 Rawley M. Penick was a 
professor at Tulane and a senior surgeon at the 
Ochsner Clinic. He was an erudite, superb technical 
surgeon with a special interest in aneurysms.27 Lucian 
H. Landry was the devoted stepson of Rudolph 
Matas. He was very close to Matas and often assisted 
him in the operating room. He was a splendid clinical 
surgeon whose entire professional career was involved 
with Tulane and the Charity Hospital. Dr. James Rives 
characterized him as "a blythe spirit who brightened 
many dark hours for . . ,  his junior associates. ''28 Idys 
Mims Gage, another eminent vascular surgeon from 
the Ochsner Clinic, was a great surgical teacher. He 
had been an assistant to Rudolph Matas early in his 
career. He was known for his honesty, wit, and candor. 
Dr. Ochsner observed that "it was a privilege to be 
criticized by Mims Gage." He was a master of the 
"Cajun" story. He was not only a vascular surgeon, 
but had an aortic aneurysm resection himself. 3'29 
Walter G. Maddock of Chicago was professor of 
surgery at Northwestern University and chairman of 
the department a Wesley Memorial Hospital. He was 
a general surgeon with an interest in vascular surgery. 
He served as chairman of the committee that drew up 
the Constitution and Bylaws for The Society for 
Vascular Surgery. 3 
Three charter members of The Society for Vascu- 
lar Surgery were from the University of Rochester. 
John J. Morton, Jr., was the first appointee to the chair 
of surgery at Rochester and was for many years 
chairman of the department. He was a Johns Hopkins 
graduate and a member of the original house staff at
the Peter Bent Brigham Hospital serving under Drs. 
Cushing and Homans. Among other things, he was 
interested in predicting the results of lumbar sympa- 
thectomy by studying skin temperatures after sympa- 
thetic blockade. It is obvious that Dr. Morton's 
influence was significant when one notes the succes- 
sion of eminent cardiac and vascular surgeons who 
have trained and worked in the department a Roch- 
ester. 2"3 W. J. Merle Scott succeeded Dr. Morton as 
chairman at Rochester. He had assisted Elliott Cutler 
in the his first successful mitral valvulotomy. He 
studied the sympathetic nervous system and devel- 
oped an air pressure boot or aeropulse l gging to treat 
postphlebitic syndromes. 2,3 Herman E. Pearse was a 
professor at Rochester. He was involved early in the 
experimental evaluation of cellophane wrapping for 
treating aortic aneurysms and in the experimental 
production of occlusion of large arteries. He was 
himself proof of progress in vascular surgery because 
he underwent a replacement of an abdominal aneu- 
rysm with a Dacron graft. 2,3 
Reginald H. Smithwick of Boston trained at 
Massachusetts Institute of Technology, Harvard 
Medical School, and the Massachusetts General Hos- 
pital, where he made significant advances insurgery of 
the sympathetic nervous ystem. Always searching for 
explanations of clinical phenomena, he did basic 
physiologic research in peripheral blood flow and 
devised a system of classification to predict the out- 
come of sympathectomy in occlusive and vasospastic 
diseases. He developed the t chnique ofthoracolum- 
bar splanchnicectomy for treatment of essential hy- 
pertension before the era of hypotensive drugs. He 
devised procedures for lumbar sympathcctomy and 
dorsal sympathectomy. He also conceived and per- 
formed the first vagotomy and hemigastrectomy for 
the management of peptic ulcer disease. He devel- 
oped a three-stage treatment of complicated sigmoid 
diverticulitis: colostomy, resection and anastomosis, 
and colostomy closure. By precept and example, Dr. 
Smithwick stimulated and influenced an entire gen- 
eration of young surgical residents to pursue careers in 
vascular surgery. 3,3° 
From an organization of 31 charter members in 
1946, The Society for Vascular Surgery has grown in 
50 years to 600 members. The founding fathers, an 
eminent group of surgeons, already had made signifi- 
cant contributions to vascular surgery as it stood in 
1946, and they provided asolid foundation for future 
development that has proceeded at an tmbelievable 
pace. They not only continued to contribute but 
supplied stimulation and inspiration for all incoming 
members as the Society has grown and vascular 
surgery has matured. 
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APPENDIX. CHARTER MEMBERS OF THE 
SOCIETY FOR VASCULAR SURGERY 
Surviving members* 
Michael E. DeBakey: New Orleans, born 1908 
Harris B. Shumacker, Jr.: New Haven, born 1908 
Deceased members* 
Arthur W. Allen: Boston, 1887-1958 
Frederic W. Bancroft: New York, 1880-1963 
Claude S. Beck: Cleveland, 1894-1971 
Isaac A. Bigger: Richmond, Va., 1893-1955 
Arthur H. Blakemore: New York, 1897-1970 
Alfred Blalock: Baltimore, 1899-1964 
Barney Brooks: Nashville, 1884-1952 
Frederick A. Coller: Ann Arbor, 1887-1964 
Geza de Takats: Chicago, 1892-1985 
Daniel C. Elkin: Atlanta, 1883-1958 
Norman E. Freeman: San Francisco, 1903-1975 
I. Mims Gage: New Orleans, 1893-1957 
Robert E. Gross: Boston, 1905-1988 
Louis G. Herrmann: Cincinnati, 1900-1965 
Emile F. Holman: San Francisco, 1890-1977 
John Homans: Boston, 1877-1954 
Lucian H. Landry: New Orleans, 1883-1959 
George D. Lilly: Miami, 1906-1988 
Robert R. Linton: Boston, 1900-1979 
Rudolph Matas: New Orleans, 1860-1957 
Walter G. Maddock: Chicago, 1901-1962 
John J. Morton, Jr.: Rochester, N.Y., 1886-1977 
Alton Ochsner: New Orleans, 1896-1981 
Herman E. Pearse: Rochester, N.Y., 1899-1983 
Rawley M. Penick: New Orleans, 1898-1963 
W. J. Merle Scott: Rochester, N.Y., 1894-1973 
Reginald H. Smithwick: Boston, 1899-1987 
Ambrose H. Storck: New Orleans, 1903-1975 
J. Ross Veal: Washington, D.C., 1902-1964. 
*Location in 1946. 
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Arthur W. Mlen Frederic W. Bancroft Claude S. Beck 
Isaac A. Bigger Arthur H. Blakemorc Alfrcd Blalock 
Barney Brooks Frederick A. Coller Michael E. DeBakey 
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Geza de Takats Daniel C. Elkin Norman E. Freeman 
I. Mims Gage Robert E. Gross Louis G. Herrmann 
Emile F. Holman John Homans Lucian H. Landry 
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George D. Lilly Robert R. Linton Rudolph Matas 
Walter G. Maddock John J. Morton, Jr. 
Rawley M. Penick 
Alton Ochsner 
Herman E. Pearse W.J. Merle Scott 
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Harris B. Shumacker, Jr. Reginald H. Smithwick Ambrose H. Storck 
J. Ross Veal 
